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Thursday, 25 May 2023 

This document is a brief summary compiled from research and help from other people to assess the 
possible impact of the proposed Rampion2 wind farm on the migration of all animal sps . Together 
with Rampion1 , an unrelated windfarm ,  which will enclose the whole of the Sussex Bay. 

 

 

 

The impact of wind turbines on migratory animals.      2023 

 

The RSPB, Wildlife Trusts, British Ornithological Union and others have made a case for avoiding bird 
migratory routes, or at least turning off turbines during the migratory seasons. This would cut the 
limited use of Rampion2 down from 37% to much less.  I will not repeat this research. 

The Bat Conservation Trust recognises the research done in other European countries and America.  

 They acknowledge that more should be done here, as bats are being killed. 

 

Insects are the numerically largest animal group to be destroyed by wind turbines. 

       EVIDENCE 

 

Dr D.J. Chapman Exeter university 2016 ,Rothamsted Research publication states 3.5 trillion insects 
which is 3.5 tons of biomass, migrate across the South Coast at 150- 1500 metres. The proposed 
“Offshore Wind farm” is 325 metres high. This research was done by vertical radar. 

 

 Dr C.Voigt ,Kaiser et al, 2022 Global ecology and conservation 37 Entitled .” Wind turbines without 
curtailment produces large numbers of Bat Fatalities: A call against Ignorance and Neglect”  
Migratory Bats collide with Wind Turbines which counteracts conservation efforts.  

Rodrigues et al   Eurobats publication 3  2008 :17-18 guidelines for consideration in wind farms. 

 update                       “                              3  2014 :3-79  How  

As the UK is ecologically similar to Europe we must take notice of their  research. 

Experiment on colour of Rotor Blades. Painting them black reduces fatalities of birds especially 
raptors, Sea eagles fly across south coast from the Isle of Wight. 

Franz Trieb 2018  Interference of flying animals on wind parks.  

 

 

                                               --------------------- planning ,surveys, and technology can stop wind farms 
destroying nature . 



Thursday, 25 May 2023 

 

Insecta details 

Most people are aware of the Lepidoptera Rhopalocera, butterflies, that migrate here ie   Painted 
Lady  from Africa to UK and back, there are 9 other butterflies. 

Newland and Still, 2010, Britains Butterflies,2nd Edit. 

                                                     ------------- 

Migrating Lepidoptera Heterocera , moths, there are  112 migrating Large moths that are labelled 
Rare 13 that are labelled Red Data Book.       Townsend and Waring 2019, Concise guide to moths of 
great Britain and Ireland 2nd Edit. 

There are 1600 sps of Micro moth in UK, many of whom would be migrants.  No figures as yet. 

                                                              ------------- 

There are many more orders of insect that migrate across the south coast of UK 

Diptera , flies   Syrphidea, hoverflies. Between 1 and 4 million hoverflies migrate into and out of UK 
each year. They consume 3-10 trillion aphids so provide an important pest control. They are also 
pollinators.    Quote “Migrant hoverflies play a vital role due to declines of other beneficial insects”. 

Wotton et al, 2019, Current Biology 29, 2167-2173 

                                                               --------------- 

Some Odonata ,dragonflies.  The British Dragonfly Society have started a research programme to 
improve our understanding of dragonfly migration and reasons for it. The records of the migration in 
some European  sps are increasing.  The resident population of dragonflies are added to each year 
by European members of the same sps. 

                                                              ---------------------- 

 

Christian Voigt 2021  conservation Science and practice3(5)  Insect Fatalities at wind farms.   

Franz Trieb 2019 ,German Aerospace Centre 26 March  interview .  insect parts stuck to Rotor blades 
reduces efficiency. 

K.S.Smallwood  2013,Wildlife Society Bulletin 37 (1)  American publication. 8000,000, Bats  537,000  
Birds killed by 51 megawatts of installed capacity in USA in 2012. 

All references throughout have references . 

                                                         --------------- 

 In 1990 the wind industry said that blades were too high, and insects fly to slow to be impacted. 

Both WRONG. 

Scientists have reported dead insects on WT blades for 3 decades in different regions of the world. 

Germany says wind industry causes death of 1/3 of total insect migration in S. England,  comparison 
scientists say that equals 1 trillion per year. 
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In 2007 researchers calculated that insects had been reduced by 50%, now 2023 it’s by 70%. 

Forbes Magazine, 2023 M. Schellenberger . 

 

None of the RWE reports  mentions  insect migration ,which should be considered as it is within the 
boundaries of 315 square klms . 

Inspectorate asked for more Insect information.   RWE said not necessary , they were using R1 desk 
study information. Due to the obvious differences in size this is nonsense, also desk studies about 
insects are now unreliable. 

             

Bird  interference.                                          

Telegraph. 2023  13th April  J Pinkstone , Science correspondent. Quoted by Windwatch April 14 
2023   Diving bird numbers plunge 90% near offshore wind turbines. 

I support the opinions of RSPB , BOU, WLTs on the need for more research on birdlife and migratory 
and travelling habits.  

Campaigns.england@RSPB.org.uk   “Planning offshore renewables in Harmony with Nature” 

                                                       

RWE has not done the required research into the effect that wind turbines can cause. There are 
many inaccurate statements in the environmental scoping reports. 

EG. In the Climping SSSI the lizard is the wrong species.        “  Sanderling and Calidris alba ” 
Sanderling is C. alba. 

RWE states the very rare Sand Lizard is found in this SSSI/LNR. Only site is Ambersham,Midhurst. 

Also that Gryllus campestris is there. Only site in West Sussex is Pulborough brooks. 

 

There were many notable , and local sps recorded at Climping Beach and Nature Reserve over one 
day/night in July1992. List available. 

Also many records of Schedule 1 or Red list birds in this area. 

RWE also states Climping Beach and LNR will not be avoided by HDD. 

WSCC Report states that cable route at Climping has moved 350 mtrs to East. Were exactly is it? 

 

Insects are the bottom of the food chain, if they are destroyed by anything the higher animals will 
not have food, pollinators will eventually  die out then we will be in trouble.  

 

UK has lost 70% of its wild Species since the seventies. 

This must stop, or humanity will not survive. 
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